Selections* from “A Wilde Ride for Mosher” in
THE WILDEAN

- Cooper, John and Philip R. Bishop. “A Wilde Ride for
EWILDE AN Mosher—Thomas Bird Mosher’s Oscar Wilde Publications”
in THE WILDEAN—A Journal of Oscar Wilde Studies. No.
66. London: The Oscar Wilde Society, January 2025, pp. 54-
85, and back cover. This extensive article discusses Wilde’s
copyrights 1900-1908; international copyright of the period;
the different Mosher “Series”; the Mosher-Wilde publications,
including Mosher’s 1908 POEMS, and the Mosher edition
of Salome (1911); and the important relationship between
Christopher Sclater Millard (a.k.a., Stuart Mason, Wilde’s
bibliographer) and Mosher. Here are a few selections from the
generously illustrated article.

*Readers who seek the full article along with the other contents of the
January 2025 issue of THE WILDEAN are urged to secure a copy directly
from The Oscar Wilde Society.
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Publishers (1998) co-published by The British Library. As curator of
arguably the finest collection of Mosher books and manuscripts ever
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Jonn Cnom:x is a historical researcher and writer who has spent over thirty
years in the study of Oscar Wilde. He lectures on Wilde, acts as a media
consultant, and online is the author of the non-commercial archive Osear
Wilde in America and its related scholarly blog.
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¢ Sphere? its distinguished editor and bicrary cnitic, Clomest
Shorter, directed readers’ atiention to the *great mﬂldm:
Oscar Wilde', citing five recently released works by “the fricnds of M
Wilde's carlier years” ~ by which, presumably, he meant those who b
known Wilde before his downfall. As it had been a farther five years sace
Wilde's death, Shorter accounted for the belated revival by explaising S
the writers of those works "have now become more posent; they wer vy
young men with very littie influcnce in the newspaper woeld af the e of
his death. They arc now men of much greater standing, and they hane et
championing Mr Wilde and his undoubted talents with great zes asd abiey

The leading light of this pew dawn, not surprisingly, was Wiklc's ceebées
and literary exccutor Robert Ross with his Mcthoca mkncvollfth"“
(1905): Shorter also cited Arthur Humphreys® collection of W 5:_44u-n
Sebastian Melmoth (1904), which also included his ‘“":“ H Shemds
a French cdition of Intentions (1905, Stock, Panisk n;i; ™
Oscar Wilde, The Story of an Unhappy '.}'(ml“‘r: an it
fifth and final cxemplar interposed by ’\'“""f;:m“gol“""
because be did not mect the stated wquucnwn!:“mo‘
friends: that man was the publisher Thomas Bir £ Wikde's POt g
and the work referenced was his 1905 :d-»t.on ol that 3
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HE POEMS OF
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Poems from the Miscellancoss Series (1903 odion)

A spate of four more Wilde titles were added in 1904: The Jowng King ead
The Star-Child (Brocade Serics; total of four editioas cading in 19131 T
Happy Prince (Brocade Series; total of four cditions coding in 1912) I
Ballod of Reading Gaol (Lyric Garland Scrics; total of five editions e
in 1919), and Inrentions (onc and only edition). The fiest two were the oo
fantasics Mosher judged to be the best from The House of I""'"‘”,,-:
(London 1891), that “book of beautiful tales . . . which s % ":;';m:' »
among the most exquisitely told stories even Oscar \'\-kkn:‘““ e Ly
With The Rallad of Reading Gaol, Wilde's work now SIFLCC oy wik's
Garland Serics (five cditions appearing up t0 1919). LIy (L g pees
Intentions, 3 lovely companion volume to the Pacms &8 0y

Scries. Mosher was impressed with this work, telling g
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h;::.:-\ than Oscar Wikic i b

Few men in English Literature
more or shown more brlliant =
Philistines he was little mmnung‘vdw‘;",“ of the ¢ mf L
those who really kncw him rocked o0k workd of ¥’
accomplished scholar, the greatest ‘;;":..L

since the days of Rossetti and John Keats. x‘"“"“’“‘f ,-rﬂ"‘
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Thomas Bard Mosher in 1901, aged 8

may have only a vague familiarity
wih the name, and no recognition at all of his wider outpat. Therefors,
Iecause the question of copynight is key to understanding any bibliography
of Mosher, it is appropriate, at the outset, 10 define the prevailing comtext of
Wikde publishing when Mosher embarked upon it, and the logal position be
deld internatsonally

WILDE'S COPYRIGHTS 19001908

.";- :In:‘sf“; death in November 1900, the question of copynght 10 bs
Wike hod e indistinct and indeterminate period. Robert Ross, whoa
“m&“\mnn mated to manage his literary affairs, would not accede 1o b
R h-:'r\m»‘m Wilde's bankruptcy debes had been discharged. That
Sprisonment T““ l':":\' hands of the Official Recciver ever since Wikde's
Wikde's credinor s and remained so until well into the now conianys
ke M‘\M)d B0t receive their first dividend until July 1903, and bis
withoas g ealled until Febeuary 1906 ;

. he constraints of the bankrupecy. the securing of Wikk'
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Wilde's Poems (1903) and introduction to Christopher Sclater Millard (Stuart Mason)



